School Newsletter
Thursday 11th August Term 3 Week 2022

Welcome back to Term 3 everyone.

Pupil Free Day
On Monday 1st August, the school and preschool had a
Pupil Free Day which provided us with some valuable
time for professional learning. The school spent the day
investigating decodable readers, paired instructional
reading and a variety of quality activities to support the
development of literacy skills. The preschool also looked
at prelit and phonological awareness activities to support
our littlest learners in their early literacy development.

Staffing

During the holidays, we found out that Kate Howell (Acting Assistant Principal for Intervention
and Inclusion), had won a position as Assistant Head of Early Years at Mark Oliphant College for
the remainder of this year. Kate was a fabulous leader at our site and her skills, knowledge and
support will be an asset to her new school. With Kate leaving, and Jade Mattin returning 3 days
a week into the Assistant Principal role, we have run a process to provide an opportunity for one
of our teachers to take on the Assistant Principal role 2 days a week until the end of the year. I
would like to welcome Alicia Romeo to the Leadership Team, who will no doubt be missed by her
Room 15 students. Congratulations to Kate and Alicia.
Currently, we have advertised a position for a dedicated Early Learning Centre Leader. We are
really excited about this position and being able to support our wonderful preschool and
occasional care team. We hope to complete this process later this term.

New Play Breaks and Eating Time Trial
In line with the Berry St Training in trauma informed practices that we have been implementing,
we are trialling changed play times and eating times to see if there is a positive impact on
students being able to better transition from play breaks to being ready to learn. As you may
have heard, our longer play break is now in the morning and our shorter play break is later in
the day. Both of these are immediately followed by eating time, rather than students eating
before those breaks. Research says that eating can support students in regulating and as we
know play time can be a busy and exciting time for students. Lots of teachers have commented
how they have noticed a change in students being able to better engage with their learning once
they have eaten after play breaks, and the number behaviour incidents in the yard, and
immediately after breaks, has dropped significantly. We are looking forward to using music as
our ‘bell’ at the end of play breaks soon, with the plan being that the start of the song will
indicate that it is time to move back to class before the song finishes.

Our vision is to inspire a community of learners to achieve personal greatness.

Term 3 science week is about to begin.
Starting in week 4 students will have an opportunity of joining in the fun of science
week during their lunch break by bubble blowing, nature play, Lego challenges, frisbee
throwing, iPad investigations.
Each class has been challenged with a scavenger hunt, students will be collecting
items from around the school that meet the criteria of selection. Who will be our
winning class?
In week 7 we have a special school performance called The Crazy Colourful Chemical
Show, this will be a fantastic way for students to see some wicked chemistry and the
cost is free.
We are looking forward to celebrating science week in a fun and fabulous way.
Julie and Kylie

Need new uniforms? Download the free Qkr! app, purchase school
uniforms, all items will be sent to classes the following day.

Father’s Day Stall
Friday 2nd September 2022

Gifts will be available for sale ranging
from $1.00 to $8.00
If there are items still for sale, the
stall will be open to parents/
caregivers from 2:45 to 3:15pm in
the library

CBCA Book Week 2022
Theme: Dreaming with eyes open...
Dates: 12-16 September 2022 Parade: Thursday 15th September
Book Week
Each year across Australia, the CBCA brings children and books together celebrating CBCA
Book Week. During this time schools, libraries, booksellers, authors, illustrators and children
celebrate Australian children's literature and you will often see children's book character
parades and talented librarians creating amazing displays.

Pastoral Care News
Community Lunch – Year 6’s buttered bread, served vegetable soup, sausages and salad at Northern
Community of HOPE community lunch on Friday 5 August.



National Trees Day – Room 24 planted some seeds for National

Playford Wellbeing Hub
OPEN SATURDAY at The Precinct – 112 Coventry Rd, Smithfield Plains
13th August 2022 – 10AM – 2PM
Never get a chance to pop into the Precinct during the week? This is your opportunity!
The Healthy Food Co at Playford , Precinct café & Lutheran Care op-shop will be open or go for a wander
through our community garden! Come & decorate an SA ROCKS swap rock or feel free to book into one of
our workshops!
Don't worry, Be Happy! Beading workshop for kids 3 - 12 years, $2: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/come
-get-creative-dont-worry-be-happy-beading-workshop-for-kids-tickets-390265794497
Upcycled bottle lantern workshop for ages 12+ (adults welcome) $2 : https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
come-get-creative-upcycled-bottle-lantern-tickets-388406292677
 Do you own a bicycle? Does it need some time & attention, some fine tuning? a bit of a going over? Well,
we’ve got some keen Playford volunteers – newly trained by Bike SA, to assist you with your basic bike
maintenance & care! No need to book - Just drop in between 11am - 12noon!
Chip Blitz $10 pet microchipping bookings essential: https://www.chipblitz.com/
For more info contact Nat on 8256 0372 or nrobinson@playford.sa.gov.au

