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Welcome back to the 2022 School Year!
I hope you all had a safe and happy holiday period, and were able to spend some time with
people close to you.
First of all, I want to let you know how excited am to be joining your community. I have heard
wonderful things about the positive school culture, and I look forward to working together to
provide the best possible education and care that we can for your children.
A little bit about me.
I live with my beautiful wife Laura, four kids Max (15), Emme and Maisie (13-year-old twins),
Isla (11), and my two Labradoodles Billy (2) and Alfie (nearly 2). My kids are at the age,
where my spare time mostly consists of taxiing them to cricket, football, dance, musical
theatre, netball, volleyball, the shops, and social outings with their friends. On the odd
occasion where I do have some time to myself, I like to go out to eat, walk the dogs, watch
sport and listen to music.
The first 9 years of my teaching career began on Peachey Road, at Smithfield Plains Primary
(no longer in existence). In my time there, I was an upper primary teacher, PE teacher and
School Counsellor. I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Smithfield Plains, and as challenging as
some days were, what most drove my passion, was the fact that I felt I could make a real difference to the lives of the
students who I worked with every day – something which has led me back to Peachey Road again.
I became Principal at Salisbury Downs Primary School in 2019 and worked with a fantastic staff team, whose hard
work resulted in some significant growth in Literacy Results during my 3 years there. I know that much of what I learnt
in my time at Salisbury Downs will support Elizabeth North’s journey.
For the last 3 terms of last year, I was a Principal Consultant in the Para Hills Education Office, where I learnt a great
deal about school improvement, while supporting the 28 preschool and school leaders in our Portfolio. However, I have
come to realise that I desperately miss leading my own community of people and having that emotional connection to
student learning outcomes. When Elizabeth North was advertised, I had no hesitation in applying for the position.
I understand that I have big shoes to fill, as Graham Wood is a highly respected leader and has had significant
Influence across the school community (and wider across the Department for Education) over a long period of time.
I’m hoping that as you get to know me, you will find me to be a relational, collaborative, approachable, considered and
a calm leader with the best interests of the students at the forefront of my thinking.
While the start of the year has been unusual, with some students back and others learning from home, I have already
seen the commitment of the staff, to ensure that we provide the best education we can, in the current circumstances.
I look forward to getting to know the community more throughout my time here. If you see me around, please introduce
yourself and have a chat.

New Staff
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome new staff members David Miller (PE and Intervention teacher) and
Georgia Rankin (Year 3 teacher). They have already fitted in really well and will be great additions to our team here.
Reminders
Only families of Preschool, Reception and Year 1 students are allowed onsite at drop-off and pick-up times throughout
the next 2 weeks.
If any adults need to come onsite outside of these times, please report to the front office. A mask is required to be
worn indoors at all times and there is a limit to the number of adults we can have in our spaces.
Families of Year 2-6 students will drop-off their child/children to a staff member stationed at one of the gates. These
students will then head to their learning space. At the end of the day, your children will be asked to meet you at the
same gate that they were dropped off at.
Gates will be opened at 8:45am during this period.
We thank you for your support and patience, as we all work our way through this unusual start to the school year.
Kind Regards,
Scott Mathews
(Principal)

Our vision is to inspire a community of learners to achieve personal greatness.

